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RFO  LETTER 


Tff 


Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agricultu 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


Letter  No.  897 
November  6,  1959 


The  main  interest  here  this  week  centered  on  our  Outlook  for  food,  feed, 
and  marketing  transportation  next  year.    The  leaders  in  USDA's  ARS,  AMS,  and 
Ext.  Serv.  and  leaders  of  the  co-operative  Center  for  Agricultural  and  Economic 
Adjustment  had  their  heads  together  in  a  series  of  conferences  on  how  to  speed 
and  coordinate  adjustment  research. 

FOOD  OUTLOOK  FOR  i960 

USDA's  Outlook  and  Situation  Board  yesterday  forecast  the 
National  Food  Outlook  for  i960.    The  Board  expects  demand  for  food 
to  stay  strong  and  supplies  likely  very  large.    Somewhat  more  food 
in  '6o  than  in  '59«    Large  food  crops  if  weather  is  normal.  More 
meat  is  indicated  next  year  "by  the  larger  number  of  cattle  on  farms 
and  ranches,  and  by  prospect  of  large  crops  of  pigs  this  fall  and 
next  spring.    Per  person  we'll  eat  about  the  same  next  year  as  this. 

FEED  OUTLOOK  FOR  i960 

The  Board  reports  another  record  supply  of  feed  grains  on  hand.    It  sees 
further  increase  of  feed  stocks  for  the  close  of  the  ' 59-'6o  marketing  year.  It 
expects  a  little  more  high-protein  feeds  than  last  year.     It  estimates  fully 
enough  hay  for  the  livestock  on  farms.    It  predicts  further  increase  in  home  use 
and  exports  of  feed  grains.    It  says  the  more  use  of  feed  not  only  reflects  more 
livestock,  but  also  heavy  feeding  of  grain  and  other  concentrates  per  animal. 
Feeding  will  likely  continue  liberal. 

MARKETING  OUTLOOK  FOR  i960 

Since  farmers'  prices  for  food  products  in  i960  may  run  a 
little  lower  and  marketing  charges  a  little  higher,  the  farmer's 
share  of  the  consumer's  retail  food  dollar  may  fall  about  1  cent 
below  the  38  cents  estimated  for  this  year.    The  Board  thinks 
marketing  charges  will  continue  upward  in  i960. 


NEW  USDA  WOOL  LAB  DEDICATED 


Last  Monday  at  Albany,  Calif.,  the  Department  dedicated  its  new  $105,000 
Wool  Processing  Laboratory.    This  facility  will  house  the  main  research  effort 
to  develop  wool  fabrics  with  improved  properties.    Aim:  to  improve  wool's 
competitive  position  in  the  fabric  market. 


WESTERNERS  ANALYZE  USE  OF  RADIO 
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Joe  Tonkin  of  the  Fed.  Ext.  Serv. ,  just  back  from  the  Western  Regional  Farm 
&  Home  Radio  Clinic  in  Salt  Lake  City  last  week  where  he  made  a  visual  presenta- 
tion of  the  use  of  radio  by  County  Agents  throughout  the  country,  reports  the 
patient  is  fundamentally  sound  as  a  drum.    The  meeting,  comparable  to  the 
Regional  Workshops  in  the  East,  was  under  the  auspices  of  the  National  Project  in 
Agricultural  Communications. 

Some  70  State  and  county  extension  and  farm  commercial  broadcasters  and 
broadcast  officials  from  11  Western  States  took  part,  including  some  of  the  home 
demonstration  agents.    Dix  Harper,  radio  advertising  executive,  Chicago,  ex- farm 
broadcaster,  told  why  and  how  advertising  agencies  choose  and  use  radio.  Hamilton 
Hintz,  ag.  dir.,  McClatchy  Broadcasting  Co.,  Sacramento,  discussed  program 
patterns.    Dr.  Forest  Whan,  Kansas  State,  and  the  famous  team  of  Bohlen  and  Beal, 
Iowa  State  U.  sociologists,  presented  communications  research  and  radio  listener 
response.    Michigan  State's  market  news  study  presented  some  surprising  findings 
you  may  be  hearing  about  later,  says  Joe. 

RFDs  on  hand  included  Howard  Keddie,  KFSD,  San  Diego;  Jim  Todd,  KFI,  Los 
Angeles;  Larry  Kirk,  KFKA,  Greeley;  Evan  Slack,  KHOW,  Denver;  and  Henry  Long, 
KDGO,  Durango,  Colo.    Ted  Capener,  KSL,  Salt  Lake  City,  was  co-host. 

PEANUT  GROWERS  REFERENDUM  SET 

Yesterday  the  Department  announced  a  growers'  referendum  on 
market  quotas  for  the  i960,  1961  and  1962  crops  of  peanuts  will 
take  place  Dec.  15th.    If  as  many  as  two-thirds  of  the  growers 
voting  favor  quotas,  they  become  effective  in  each  of  the  3  years. 
If  more  than  one-third  vote  against  quotas,  quotas  will  not  take 
effect  in  i960  and  another  referendum  will  be  held  neirt  year  for 
the  following  three  years. 

LIKE  ARAB,  GO  FAR  ON  FEW  DATES: 

Including,  of  course,  November  27-29  to  Chicago.    We'll  meet  you  there  for 
the  NATRFD's  annual  meeting.    Program  arranger,  Veep  Wally  Erickson,  KFRE,  has 
built  a  lot  of  nourishment  into  those  elates,  packaged  as  "The  TRFD  and  His 
Changing  World"  and  including  changes  in  agriculture  and/ or  communications. 
Trouble-shooter  Dewey  Compton,  KTRH,  Houston,  took  the  job  of  polling  members  to 
find  out  their  problems  in  station  relations  and  he'll  round  them  up  at  the 

meeting  Stretching  those  dates  from  November  29  to  Dec.  3;  in  the  same  town, 

you  can  take  in  all  the  h-E  Club  Congress.    And  with  a  couple  of  more  dates,  from 
Nov.  27  to  Dec.  5j  you  can  take  in  all  the  1959  International  Livestock  Exposi- 
tion and  Dairy  Show,  including  USDA  exhibit  in  the  International  Amphitheater  at 
Union  Stockyards.    There  you'll  see  a  working  model  of  a  completely  mechanized 
hog-feeding  system  and  a  number  of  other  displays  with  radio  and  TV  story 
possibilities. 

RESEARCHERS  SHOW  WAYS  TO  CUT  COST 

This  week  AMS  reported  managers  of  terminal  stockyards  can 
save  up  to  30  percent  of  the  costs  of  cleaning  cattle  pens.  It 
indicated  careful  selection  of  the  most  suitable  equipment  and 
methods  can  do  the  job. 

Farmer  Co-op  Service  pointed  out  that  cattle  bruises  - 
averaging  60  cents  a  head  during  marketing  -  pile  up  a  i}12 
million  a  year  loss.     It  suggests  the  cattle  industry  might 
reduce  those  losses  by  training  handlers  to  use  more  care  and 
by  adopting  safe,  simple  facilities  to  help  prevent  bruising. 
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TRANSPORTATION  DEVELOPMENTS  TO  AFFECT  FARMERS 


Piggyback  service  to  haul  highway  trailers  atop  railroad  flatcars  is  now 
offered  "by  50  of  our  major  railroads.    Although  piggyback  hauling  has  not  yet 
"been  used  much  for  farm  products,  USDA's  Outlook  Board  expects  it  will  he  offered 
more  and  more  for  the  movement  of  such  commodities. 

The  Board  also  predicts  that  the  new  i+0,000  miles  of  interstate  and  defense 
highways,  now  under  construction,  will  materially  benefit  producers  and  haulers 
of  farm  products.    Better  roads  and  shorter  routes  will  tend  to  reduce  truck 
operating  costs  and  reduce  the  transit  time  from  farm  to  market.    That,  in  turn, 
will  minimize  loss  in  quality  of  perishable  farm  products. 

Direct  overseas  shipments  of  grain  via  the  St.  Lawrence  Seaway  have  largely 
supplanted  the  former  lake -rail- ocean  movement  via  Buffalo  and  Atlantic  Coast 
ports.    Trucked  grain  receipts  at  Great  Lakes  ports  have  increased  significantly 
this  year.    USDA  economists  figure  that  as  the  Seaway  is  improved,  ocean-going 
vessels  will  find  the  Seaway  route  more  attractive.    Costs  will  come  down  and 
grain  and  other  traffic  through  the  Seaway  should  increase. 

COMFETITIOII  FOR"  SOIL  &  WATER -TO  GROW 

Yesterday,  SCS  Adm'r  Don  Williams  warned  that  the  already 
keen  competition  for  land  and  water  for  agricultural,  industrial, 
farm  and  city,  recreational  and  other  uses  will  become  greater  — 
not  less.    He  urged  continuing  emphasis  on  scientifically  planned 
soil  and  water  conservation  programs.    He  insisted  you  can't 
separate  the  two.    He  pointed  out  that  more  attention  will  need 
to  he  given  to  the  opportunities  for  multiple  use  of  each  water- 
shed project. 

PRESIDENT  TO  OPEN  AG.  FAIR  IN  INDIA 

As  you  have  heard,  President  Eisenhower  will  open  the  U.S.  Exhibit  at  the 
First  World  Agriculture  Fair  in  New  Delhi,  India,  December  11.    Secretary  Benson 
says  the  American  exhibit  on  the  theme  "Food,  Family,  Freedom  and  Friendship" 
will  be  the  most  complete  ag.  exhibit  ever  attempted.    Land-grant  colleges  and 
universities,  farm  organizations,  individual  farmers,  and  many  phases  of  industry 
associated  with  agriculture  are  helping  make  it  that  way.    Work  of  the  Co.  Agt. , 
Home  Dem.  Agt.,  and  k-E  Clubs  will  be  highlighted. 

COTTON  ALLOTMENT  CHOICE  FOR  i960 

On  Tuesday,  Dec.  l6,  1959,  cotton  growers  will  make  an  important 
choice,  when  they  vote  in  a  referendum  to  decide  whether  they  want 
marketing  quotas  to  apply  to  the  i960  crop  of  upland  cotton  -  also 
the  kind  of  allotment  price  support  they'll  get.    The  leaflet  en- 
closed with  this  Letter  explains  the  choice  between  the  "A"  and 
"B"  plans. 

RURAL  DEVELOPMENT  RAISING  ITS  SIGHTS 

With  the  Rural  Development  Program  already  operating  in  200  counties  in  30 
States  and  Puerto  Rico,  and  eleven  of  those  States  working  on  an  area  "basis  made 
up  of  several  counties  together,  the  President's  newly  firmed  up  Committee  on 
Rural  Development  Program  announced  two  other  moves  that  seem  to  indicate  an 
even  wider  outlook.    The  Committee  announced  that  Georgia  has  taken  steps  looking 
toward  putting  its  RDP  efforts  on  a  State-wide  basis.    The  Committee  has  also 
appointed  an  Interim  Executive  Secretary  to  better  coordinate  the  work  at  the 
State  and  local  level. 
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NEW  OFFERire  FOR ^ YOUR  TAPES 

"Mulches  Slow  Erosion  in  Cornfield"  -  (103Q109)  -  ARS  Howard  Hass  gets 
Clarence  Britt  of  Beltsville  Research  Center  to  tell  how  he  proved  this. 

TIME:  1:^5 

"Systemic  Insecticides  Prove  Effective"  -  (1C4Q109)  -  John  Wagner,  R&TV, 
reports  the  latest  development  in  systemics.    He  tells  how  this  type  of  insect- 
icide was  used  to  control  the  spider  mite.  TIME:  1:08 

"The  Outlook  for  Vegetables"  -  (105Q109)  -  AMS  Will  Simmons  discusses  the 
outlook  for  supply  and  prices  of  vegetables  and  potatoes,  with  George  Loesing, 
R&TV.  TIME:  k:6k 

PRIME  LISTENING  BROADCAST  NEXT  WEEKEND 

"American  Society  of  Agronomy  Convention"  -  Important  research 
to  be  reported  by  scientists  in  this  field  will  be  previewed  on  the 
National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  over  NBC,  Sat.  Nov.  1^. 

"World  Cotton  Production"  -  discussed  by  FAS  Robert  Sherman, 
on  the  'American  Farmer'  program  over  ABC,  Sat.  Nov.  Ik. 

"Outlook  for  E:cport  of  Cotton  and  Feed  Grains"  -  as  outlined 
by  USDA  specialists  for  the  'Agriculture  USA'  program  over  impor- 
tant stations  scattered  from  coast-to- coast,  during  weekend  of 
Nov.  Ik. 

"Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  Report"  on  Mutual  Net,  12:05  EST. 
OF  MIKES  AND  MEN 

Carl  Meyer dirk,  KV0O,  Tulsa,  reports  Max  Lindsay,  who  graduated  this  year 
from  Okla.  State  U. ,  is  now  helping  Carl  on  KVOO.    While  at  the  University,  Max 
was  both  state  pres.  and  state  sec'y  of  the  FFA  and  last  year  was  awarded  the 

American  Farmer  degree.    He  made  the  U's  champion  meats  judging  team  

John  Wagner,  native  of  Washington,  D.  C,  now  living  in  Maryland,  is  working 
with  us  now  in  television.    Before  he  graduated  in  '57  from  the  U.  of  Md.  he  was 
sportscasting  over  WMUC,  College  Park.    Since  then  he  has  worked  on  WEEL,  Fairfax, 

Va.,  WABW,  Annapolis,  Md. ,  and  for  the  Civil  Service  Commission  George 

Stephens,  KCMO,  reports  they  had  some  1,000  entries  in  their  this  year's  KCMO 
Calf  Contest.    The  top  winning  steer  gained  2  pounds  a  day  at  a  cost  of  less  than 
9  cents  a  pound.    Plans  are  already  under  way  for  sponsoring  the  contest  next 

year  Jack  Towers  is  just  waiting  the  signal  from  the  doctor  to  come  back 

to  work,  probably  some  time  next  week. 

WATER  FOR  FARM  AND  CITY 


Just  to  remind  you  that  National  Farm- City  Week  provides  an 
unusual  opportunity  for  farm  and  city  people  to  learn  what  is 
being  done,  or  what  needs  to  be  done,  to  solve  water  problems  for 
the  common  good.    Every  community  faces  the  problem.  Farm-City 
Week  is  Nov.  20-26. 


P.S.    Walter  John  of  AMS  announced 
today  that  AMS  market  news  reporters 
will  be  on  the  job  at  10  livestock 
markets  on  Veteran's  Day  (Nov.  11)  a 
holiday  for  Federal  employees. 
Skeleton  staffs  will  make  reports 
available  to  radio,  TV  and  press.  No 
reports  will  be  mailed.    The  10  markets 
re  Chicago,  Omaha,  Indianapolis,  Kansas  City,  Sioux  City,  Sioux  Falls,  South 
.  Joseph,  South  St.  Paul,  Nat'l  Stock  Yards  (E.  St.  Louis)  and  the  interior 
.owa-Soutliern  Minn,  direct  marketing  area  through  the  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  office. 


Sincerely, 

Layne'  Beaty,  Chief  / 


Radio  &  Television  /Service 


RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 


Office  of  Informafiqi*-*^  S:  Dej>a»^m8nt  of  Agriculture 

CHRP?  7  —^'D 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


Jn  ■  ,  o  C  10 


U.  S.  jtrtflTMSNT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


November  13,  1959 
Letter  No.  898 


Downstairs  this  morning  representatives  of  the  U.S.  State  Department  and 
the  Government  of  India  signed  another  "big  farm  commodity  agreement  under  Public 
Law         -  this  one  for  $238.8  million  worth  of  our  products.    This  week,  too, 
the  Food  and  Nutrition  Research  Advisory  Committee,  and  the  Citrus  and  Sub- 
tropical Fruit  advisers  made  their  preliminary  reports  as  a  result  of  their 
annual  meetings  here  a  few  days  ago.    And  by  the  time  you  get  this  Letter,  the 
annual  Outlook  Conference  of  USDA  will  be  in  full  swing  across  the  street  here. 

"ABUNDANCE  FOR  PEACEFUL  PURPOSES"  -  BENSON 

At  the  signing  of  the  agreement  with  India,  Secretary  Benson 
called  it  a  forceful  demonstration  of  how  U.S.  agricultural 
abundance  is  being  used  for  peaceful  purposes.    He  pointed  out 
that  besides  the  immediate  benefit  of  more  food,  the  program 
makes  a  large  part  of  the  foreign  currencies  available  to  India 
to  speed  its  economic  and  social  development.    The  Secretary  said 
the  new  agreement  is  of  particular  interest  to  agricultural 
producers  because  some  of  the  proceeds  of  these  sales  will  be 
used  for  building  grain  storage  and  handling  facilities  which 
will  increase  India's  capacity  to  distribute  agricultural 
commodities. 

The  agreement  includes  about  110  million  bushels  of  wheat, 
100  thousand  bales  of  cotton,  3»9  million  bushels  of  feed  grains, 
and  a  half  million  pounds  of  tobacco. 


HOW  MUCH  PROTEIN  DO  HUMANS  NEED? 


USDA  Advisors  on  Nutrition  Research  say  we  need  to  know.    They  say  we  lack 
knowledge  of  proteins  and  the  amino  acids  and  how  they  affect  folks  who  usually 
eat  them  in  common  foods.    They  also  want  more  research  directed  toward  finding 
out  the  exact  human  response  to  different  fats.    They  urge  more  information  to 
protect  the  public  against  pesticide  residues  carried  by  human  and  animal  foods. 
And  they  say  we  need  wider  knowledge  on  how  various  minerals  affect  one  another 
in  the  growth  and  health  and  reproduction  of  livestock.    This  Committee  is  made 
up  of  food  and  nutrition  experts  from  all  over  the  country.    The  Citrus- 
Subtropical  Fruit  Committee  recommended  research  to  better  determine  fruit 
quality  and  maturity.    Also  new  processes  for  making  citrus  products.  They 
suggested  development  of  pharmaceutical  uses  for  the  constituents  in  citrus. 
They  think  mechanical  aids  in  picking  would  help  cut  costs  in  handling  citrus 
and  improve  the  quality  of  the  fruit. 
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JERRY  SEAMAN  DIES  OF  HEART  ATTACK 


Our  hearts  are  heavy  this  week,  since  news  on  Monday  that  Gerald  L.  (Jerry) 
Seaman  suffered  a  fatal  heart  attack  last  Sunday  after  raking  leaves  at  his  home 
in  Milwaukee.    He  was  kj.    Four  years  ago  he  had  survived  a  similar  attack. 

Since  19^5 >  Jerry,  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Bert  S.  Gittins  Advertising 
Inc,  has  represented  the  Alii s- Chalmers  Mfg.  Company  in  its  sponsorship  of  NBC's 
"National  Farm  and  Home  Hour".    His  travels  to  broadcast  pickup  points  in  company 
with  Bill  Drips  of  NBC  in  the  late  forties  and  more  recently  with  Milt  Bliss  of 
NBC,  brought  him  in  contact  with  farm  broadcasters  and  agricultural  leaders 
throughout  the  U.S.    Also,  there  were  foreign  travels  with  Everett  Mitchell, 
long-time  m.c.  of  the  NF&HH. 

Always  active  in  affairs  of  the  Nat'l  Ass'n  of  Television  and  Radio  Farm 
Directors,  and  the  Am.  Ass'n  of  Ag.  Col.  Eds.,  Jerry's  influence  in  fostering 
professional  improvement  in  farm  broadcasting  was  widely  felt. 

Iowa-born,  Iowa  State  educated,  he  was  a  member  of  Sigma  Delta  Chi  journalism 
fraternity.    Last  month  he  received  the  cherished  "American  Farmer"  degree  at  the 
national  convention  of  Future  Farmers  of  America. 

After  graduation  he  worked  for  various  agri.  publications  and  at  North 
Dakota  State  College  before  joining  the  Soil  Conservation  Service's  Corn  Belt 
regional  office  in  Milwaukee  which  activities  involved  much  radio  work  until  19^5« 

His  wife,  Laura,  one  married  daughter  and  one  son  in  college,  survive.  We 
share  their  bereavement. 

"ATOMS-FOR-PEACE"  PEANUT  AT  WORLD  FAIR 

Dramatic  proof  of  the  genetic  improvement  in  crop  plants  that 
can  be  made  with  the  help  of  atomic  research  will  be  on  display  in 
the  U.S.  exhibit  at  the  first  World  Agriculture  Fair  at  New  Delhi, 
Dec.  11,  1959  to  Feb,  Ik,  i960.    This  will  feature  the  new  peanut 
variety  NCtac  released  last  fall  by  the  North  Carolina  Experiment 
Station.    Development  of  this  superior  peanut  has  already  attracted 
worldwide  recognition  in  the  field  of  plant  genetics.  Scientists 
cite  it  as  a  classic  example  of  how  atomic  energy  can  be  used  for 
beneficial  rather  than  destructive  purposes. 

OF  MIKES  AND  MEN  --- 

"Colonel"  Harvey  Dinkins ,  WSJS  Radio  and  Television,  Winston-Salem,  N.  C, 
has  just  been  released  from  City  Memorial  Hospital  at  Winston- Salem,  where  he 
spent  nearly  a  month,  climaxed  by  major  surgery.    Harvey's  health  was  on  the  down 
grade  from  back  in  the  Spring.    His  family  physician  and  surgeon  both  insist  that 
he  will  be  good  as  new  by  the  first  of  the  year  

Paul  Vogel,  formerly  at  WDAF,  Kansas  City,  is  joining  WEW,  St.  Louis,  as  RFD 
in  Dec.    He  says  it's  a  pioneer  station  and  he  plans  to  make  it  second  to  none. 
Go,  man.' 

Now  our  wall  is  decorated  with  a  picture  Les- Blauvelt;  KOLN-TV,  Lincoln, 
Neb. ,  sent  us.    It  shows  Les  and  Carl  Deitemeyer,  Lincoln,  interviewing  Roswell 
(Bob)  Garst  of  Coon  Rapids,  Iowa,  in  the  first  30-minute  TV  appearance  famous 
farmer  Garst  has  made  since  Khrushchev's  visit  to  the  Garst  farm  early  this  fall. 

Wally  Wagoner,  WHAI,  Greenfield,  Mass.,  is  organizing  a  two  day  Farm-City 
Week  tour.    He  plans  to  have  a  group  of  farmers  visit  his  area's  industrial  plants 
and  some  other  types  of  business.    Then  on  the  second  day,  business  men  from  urban 
sections  visit  several  of  their  farm  neighbors.    He  evidently  aims  to  emphasize 
the  importance  of  water  and  water  problems  in  both  farm  and  city. 
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FOUR-H  CLUBBERS  HEADING  FOR  NEW  DELHI 


The  farm  young  folks,  members  of  k-K  Clubs,  who  will  represent  the  U.S. 
at  the  World  Agriculture  Fair  in  New  Delhi,  India,  from  Dec.  U  to  Feb.  Ik 
will  come  by  the  Department  Nov.  23  and  2k,  for  a  short  orientation  course  be- 
fore they  head  for  the  Fair.    They  will  be  from  Calif.,  Conn.,  Fla. ,  Hawaii, 
Mich.,  Minn.,  New  York,  and  Term.    Any  of  you  who  want  to  arrange  for  pictures, 
tapes  or  interviews  with  individual  ^-H'ers,  just  phone  Jack  L.  Flowers  here  at 
DUdley  8-^613.    Jack  has  set  aside  9  a.m.  to  noon,  Tuesday,  Nov.  2k,  for  radio 
tapes  and  film. 

COTTON  EXPORTS  MAY  DOUBLE  LAST  YEAR 

The  supply  of  cotton  is  sharply  up  in  this  country  this  year, 
3.^  million  bales  more  than  last  year.    But  this  season  disappearance 
is  also  likely  to  rise  just  as  sharply.    In  spite  of  the  increase  in 
production,  due  to  larger  acreage  and  record  yields,  AMS  specialists 
expect  about  the  same  carryover  next  August  as  this  past  August. 
With  a  big  increase  in  the  use  of  cotton  and  smaller  cotton  production 
in  foreign  countries,  U.S.  exports  of  cotton  are  likely  to  run  at 
least  5"!"  million  bales  and  maybe  more. 

THIS  YEAR'S  CROPS  TO  EQUAL  RECORD 

Tuesday  the  Crop  Reporting  Board  estimated  total  crop  production  equal  to 
last  year's  record  now  seems  assured.    The  slight  improvement  in  the  outlook  for 
cotton,  sorghum,  rice  and  sugar  beets  counteracted  small  reductions  in  the 
prospects  for  corn  and  soybeans.    During  October  corn  prospects  sagged  1  percent 
below  the  prediction  of  the  previous  month.    Even  so,  the  crop  is  still  l6 
percent  above  last  year,  and  35  percent  above  average.    Corn  now  promises  to 
reach  a  record  k,k02  million  bushels.    Soybeans  will  make  a  crop  8  percent  below 
last  year,  but  second  only  to  that  record  and  about  62  percent  above  the  10- year 
average . 

CATTLE  NUMBER  TO  SET  NEW  HIGH 

In  its  Outlook  for  Livestock  and  Meat  issued  yesterday,  the 
Board  noted  that  cattle  numbers  have  been  increasing  for  two  years 
and  will  probably  continue  to  expand  for  a  few  more.  Eventually 
this  increase  will  bring  larger  slaughter  and  a  decrease  in  prices. 
The  only  questions,  the  Board  says,  are:     (l)  how  much  and  (2)  how 
soon?    The  cattle  cycle  got  into  the  upswing  much  faster  this  time 
than  ever  before.    Last  year  about  3"§"  million  head  were  added  to 
herds.    This  year  over  5  million  head  are  being  added.    So  far 
this  buildup  there  has  been  an  accumulation  of  young  slaughter 
stock.    The  gain  in  breeding  livestock  has  been  somewhat  smaller. 
The  rise  in  beef  steer  and  heifer  numbers  has  been  almost 
spectacular. 

LITTLE  INCREASE  SEEN  IN  POULTRY 

The  Crop  Board  sees  no  sharp  production  cutbacks  in  the  poultry  business  in 
i960,  except  possibly  for  broilers  during  part  of  the  year.    The  quantity  of 
eggs  and  poultry  meat  marketed  will  not  go  down  much,  if  any.    Because  there 
will  be  no  great  aggregate  increase  in  production  while  population  is  going  up, 
the  number  of  eggs  and  amount  of  poultry  eaten  per  person  is  likely  to  stay 
about  where  it  is  this  year,  about  350  eggs  per  person  and  35  pounds  of  ready- 
to-  cook  poultry  meat.    Prices  may  average  a  little  higher. 
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COAST -TO -COAST  BROADCASTS  WEEK  AHEAD 
i  i    »» " 

"Preview  of  International  Livestock  Exposition  in  Chicago"  -  Starting 
earlier  this  year  since  dairy  cattle  have  "been  added  to  the  competition;  the 
"National  Milk  Producers  Federation  annual  meeting"  in  Washington;  and  "National 
Farm-City  Week"  -  as  observed  from  a  California  county  on  the  National  Farm  and 
Home  Hour  over  NBC  network,  Sat.,  Nov.  21.  M 

"Highlights  of  the  National  Agricultural  Outlook  Conference  in  Washington 
reflected  on  the   'American  Farmer'  program  over  ABC  on  Sat.  Nov.  21. 

"What  We  Are  Learning  from  Agricultural  Research  on  Marketing"  as  outlined 
by  Deputy  AMS  Adm'r,  Cmer  Herrmann,  over  stations  scattered  throughout  the 
country  on  "Agriculture  USA"  during  weekend  of  Nov.  21. 

"Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  Report"  on  Mutual  Net,  12:05  EDI . 

WILDLIFE  AND  WATER  IN  TV  PACKAGE 

Soil  Conservation  Service  is  shoving  this  week  how  many  soil 
and  water  practices  increase  wildlife.    The  3  min.  h5  sec.  Nine 
Picture  Package  going  out  this  week  from  USDA  illustrates  the 
importance  of  balance  in  conservation. 

TRADE  OUTLOOK  FOR  i960  CHARTED  BY  FAS 

If  U.S.  farm  exports  expand  as  much  as  expected,  they  may  total  the  third 
highest  in  history.    All  our  farmers  have  seme  stake  in  exports.    Part  of  the 
production  of  nearly  every  farm  commodity  raised  in  this  country  is  exported.  In 
89  charts  and  8l  tables,  our  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  tells  the  prospects 
for  the  year  ahead,  and  gives  the  background  of  those  prospects. 

USDA  TOPICS  AWAITING  YOUR  TAPE 

"Dairy  Prospects  Look  Good  for  '60"  (106QU9)  AMS  Herb  Kriesel, 
who  handles  dairy  outlook  and  situation,  sizes  'em  up  for  next  year. 

TIME:  1:08 

"Cotton  Export  Prospects  Zoom"  (107QH9)  Robert  Sherman,  dir. 
cotton  div.,  FAS,  tells  the  reasons  for  the  expected  upsurge. 

TIME:  1:5**- 

"The  Witchweed  Menace  -  Still  With  Us"  (108Q119)  Emory  Burgess, 
dir.  of  plant  control  work  for  ARS-USDA  tells  how  we're  working  to 
eradicate  the  serious  pest  of  corn.     It  lives  up  to  its  name. 

TIME:  2:50 

NATIONAL  MARKETING  SERVICE  WORKSHOP  NEXT  WEEK 

At  Purdue  University,  Lafayette,  Ind. ,  Nov.  IT,  18  and  19,  USDA  will  hold  a 
national  marketing  service  workshop.    USDA's  Ag.  Marketing  Service  helps  1+1 
States  and  Puerto  Rico  to  plan  and  carry  out  more  than  12k  projects  in  four 
fields:  (l)  Improving  ag.  commodity  quality,   (2)  expanding  markets  for  ag. 
commodities,  (3)  reducing  marketing  costs;  and  (h)  assembling  and  disseminating 
marketing  information.    The  shop-workers  will  discuss  ways  to  improve  these 
programs. 

Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 

Radio  &  Television  Service 
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U.  S.  B£:  if  AGRICULTURE 

Radio  Farm  Directors 
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From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


November  20,  1959 

Dear  Farm  Broadcaster:  Letter  No.  899 

Naturally,  our  Thanksgiving  t>ill-of-fare  is  veil  out  front  these  days. 
Yesterday,  the  turkey  industry,  represented  "by  the  National  Turkey  Federation  and 
the  Poultry  and  Egg  National  Board,  gave  President  Eisenhower  a  "big  live  Thanks- 
giving gobbler.    Secretary  Benson  received  it  on  "behalf  of  the  President.  Also 
some  fine  dressed  turkeys  for  other  officials. 

This  morning,  the  Secretary  took  steps  to  help  provide  the  cranberry  sauce 
to  go  with  Thanksgiving  turkey.    He  sent  a  telegram  asking  food  industry  leaders 
across  the  country  to  join  in  a  vigorous  campaign  to  sell  the  cranberries  which 
are  cleared  as  wholesome.    He  urged  the  utmost  effort  to  restore  this  food  to 
public  confidence,  and  directed  all  national,  regional  and  local  information, 
educational  and  food  staffs  of  USDA  to  help. 

CAUTIOUS  OPTIMISM  KEYNOTES  OUTLOOK  I-1EETING 

Looking  ahead  to  i960,  AMS  and  FAS  economists  now  expect  a 
further  slight  drop  in  average  prices  received  by  farmers.  They 
foresee  a  further  slight  rise  in  costs  of  farm  production  and 
marketing.    They  estimate  a  further  drop  in  realized  net  farm 
income  --  not  so  big  a  drop  as  occurred  this  year  --  perhaps 
about  half  as  big.    They  expect  plentiful  supplies  of  food  and 
a  slight  further  drop  in  retail  food  prices. 

PROGRESS  ON  FOREIGN  TRADE  PROBLEMS 


AssTt  Sec'y  Clarence  Miller,  Mkt.  and  For.  Ag. ,  reported  to  the  Conference 
that  we  are  making  progress  in  coping  with  the  problems  of  foreign  agricultural 
trade.  He  said  that  one  general,  over-riding  problem  is  that  American  agricul- 
ture, by  and  large,  is  not  export-minded. 

Secretary  Miller  expects  the  volume  of  U.S.  ag.  exports  during  the  year 
'59- '60  to  prove  the  second  highest  in  history.    Two-thirds  will  be  commercial 
sales  for  dollars. 

FARM-CITY  KICK-OFF  URGES  SPEED 

At  the  Kiwanis  Club  Farm-City  Week  kick-off  at  Lancaster, 
Calif.,  SCS  Adm'r  Don  Williams  pointed  out  that  subdivisions  are 
filling  the  open  spaces  within  community  boundaries,  and  extend- 
ing into  rural  areas,  at  an  alarming  rate.    Population  doubling 
every  fifty  years.    Calif,  orange  groves  are  vanishing.  Beaches 
and  open  spaces  on  Atlantic  Seaboard  disappearing.     He  declared 
breathing  space  and  elbow  room  must  be  saved  right  now. 
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THE  PRESIDENT  TO  k-K  CLUB  MEMBERS 


We  enclose  with  this  Letter  President  Eisenhower's  annual  message  to  k-E 
Club  Members.    He  comments  on  their  theme  for  i960,  and  expresses  the  hope  the 
coming  year  will  prove  rewarding  to  k-E* ere  in  their  local  programs,  and  in 
their  personal  efforts  to  become  active,  informed  and  effective  citizens.  He 
points  out  that  this  changing  world  puts  new  demands  upon  the  spirit  and  abilitie 
of  our  people. 

MARKET  MEWS  GATHERING  SHOWN  AT  INTERNATIONAL 

November  27  to  Dec.  3,  visitors  to  the  International  Livestock 
and  Dairy  Show  in  Chicago  will  see  how  quickly  livestock  market  news 
and  other  information  is  disseminated  through  newspapers,  radio, 
television,  bulletin  boards,  and  printed  reports.    USDA's  exhibit 
there  will  show  how  livestock,  meat,  and  wool  market  news  is 
gathered  by  the  Department  and  transmitted  by  teletype  to  all 
parts  of  the  country. 

Other  exhibits  show  the  kinds  of  protection  of  livestock 
producers  under  the  Packers  and  Stockyards  Act;  USDA  grades, 
from  live  cattle  to  retail  cuts;  and  selection  of  meats  by  cuts 
and  grades  demonstrated  four  times  a  day. 

HOUSEHOLD  PRODUCTS  IN  DEVELOPMENT  STAGE 

At  the  Outlook  Conference,  in  discussing  the  outlook  for  housing  and  equip- 
ment, Mrs.  Ethel  Hoover,  U.  S.  Department  of  Labor,  listed  several  products 
manufacturers  have  in  the  development  stage.    They  may  show  up  on  the  market  in 
the  next  several  years.    She  mentioned  washers  said  to  clean  by  high-frequency 
sound  waves  and  cooking  by  infra-red  rays.    Ovens  equipped  with  infra-red  devices 
ccok  roasts  and  other  such  foods  in  minutes  rather  than  hours.    Limited  numbers 
of  these  are  already  in  production. 

Mrs.  Hoover  also  saw  prospective  changes  in  home  building  materials.  She 
reported  two  companies  plan  to  manufacture  foamed  plastic  panels  with  skins  of 
plywood,  hardboard,  aluminum,  stainless  steel,  etc.    She  expects  more  use  of 
aluminum  next  year.    In  ten  years,  builders  expect  delivery  of  complete  bathrooms 
at  building  sites,  ready-to-connect  kitchens,  and  pre-finished  wall  panels, 
mechanically  engineered  to  provide  heating,  air  conditioning,  and  lighting. 

TECH  CHANGES  ALSO  AFFECT  STOCK  AND  FEED 

Orlin  Scoville,  ARS  chief  of  Efficiency  Branch  warned  the 
Outlookers  that  there  is  no  easy  solution  to  the  feed-grain  problem 
in  sight.    He  declared:     "the  time  has  arrived  when  we  can  no 
longer  assume  that  surplus  acres  from  any  source  can  be  diverted 
to  feed  crops  without  creating  new  problems  equal  to  or  greater 
than  those  we  are  trying  to  solve." 

NO  RUNAWAY  PRODUCTION  SEEN  IN  POULTRY 

Ed  Karpoff ,  AMS,  told  the  Conference  it  seems  that  i960  aggregate  output  of 
eggs  and  poultry  meat  will  be  little  if  any  above  this  year's  output.  This 
indicates  that  the  '59  pressures  toward  low  prices  will  be  relieved.    He  figures 
egg  production  is  likely  to  be  a  little  below  this  year,  broiler  production  up 
a  little,  but  only  on  account  of  late- season  increases.     He  estimates  that 
turkey  production  may  merely  duplicate,  or  only  slightly  exceed,  the  '59  record. 
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SUGAR  BEET  WAGE  HEARINGS  FOR  i960 


Between  Dec.  k  and  Jan.  18,  USDA  will  hold  hearings  on  sugar  beet  wages 
and  prices  for  the  i960  crop  of  sugar  beets.    They  start  at  Billings,  Montana, 
Dec.  k.    One  is  held  at  Salt  Lake  City,  Dec.  7,  at  the  Vet.  Hospital  there.  On 
Dec.  9;  the  meeting  is  at  Fargo,  N.D. ,  in  the  P.O.  Bldg.    Dec.  11,  in  the  U.  S. 
Post  Office  and  Court  House,  Detroit,  Mich.    Then  on  Jan.  lo,  i960  at  U.  S.  Court 
House  and  P.O.  in  Los  Angeles.    The  series  of  five  meetings  will  be  considered 
as  one  hearing.    Persons  may  present  testimony  at  any  of  the  places  named,  and 
all  will  go  into  the  same  record.    To  qualify  for  payments  under  the  Sugar  Act  of 
'W3,  producers  must  pay  wages  not  less  than  those  determined  fair  and  reasonable 
by  the  Sec'y  of  Ag. 

BREEZING  ALONG  TO  CHICAGO 

This  Thanksgiving,  as  usual,  we'll  head  for  Chicago  and  the 
annual  convention  of  the  Nat'l  Ass'n  of  Television  and  Radio  Farm 
Directors.    Meetings  and  social  events  start  the  next  day  and  run 
through  Sunday  evening. 

Jules  Renaud,  George  Loesing  and  I  will  attend  from  the  R&TV 
Service  this  year.    Office  of  Info.  Director  R.  Lyle  Webster  and 
ass't  dir.  Harold  Lewis  will  be  there,  plus  Lewis  Rock  of  the 
Sec'y's  office,  Joe  Tonkin  of  the  Fed.  Ext.  Service,  Walter  John 
of  the  Ag.  Mkt.  Service,  Bob  Nipp  of  the  Farmers'  Home  Admin,  and 
a  sprinkling  of  other  USDA  folks. 

NATRFD  v.p.  Wally  Erickson,  KFRE,  Fresno,  is  in  charge  of 
the  convention  program  this  time,  aided  and  abetted  by  a  covey  of 
committees.     Convention  theme  is  "The  TRFD  and  his  Changing  World" 
(i.e.  changing  agriculture  and  the  changing  media  --  not  socks, 
shirts  or  diapers). 

Friday  will  be  a  full  day  of  business  with  committee  and 
regional  meetings.     Saturday  will  devote  itself  largely  to 
professional  improvement.    Sunday  morning  comes  the  business 
session  for  election  of  officers,  etc.,  followed  by  a  sales 
promotion  panel,  station  relations,  etc.     Evenings  will  be 
sparked  by  dinners  and  other  entertainment,  including  the  final 
official  banquet  on  Sunday.    All  sessions  will  be  held  in  the 
Conrad  Hilton  Hotel.    We  hope  to  see  you  there. 

POTATO  MARKET  TROUBLES  MAY  RECUR 

Potato  production  in  recent  years  has  been  characterized  by  over- supply. 
Economists  told  the  Outlook  Conference  that  while  acreage  has  been  reduced  about 
half  in  the  past  twenty  years,  that  reduction  has  been  more  than  offset  by  larger 
yields  to  the  acre.    If  the  present  tendency  of  growers  in  specialized  and  high- 
yield  areas  to  maintain  or  increase  acreage  is  continued,  the  marketing  experts 
warned  that  marketing  difficulties  can  be  expected  to  recur.    Large  crops  usually 
bring  growers  a  smaller  gross  income  than  small  crops. 

OUR  COUNTRY  MUSIC  LIKE  INDIA'S? 

Iowa-raised  farm  boy  Henry  Cowell,  who  has  written  a  symphonic 
work  to  provide  the  musical  theme  of  the  World  Agriculture  Fair  at 
New  Delhi,  beginning  Dec.  11,  says  his  barn  dance  combines  elements 
and  instruments  of  hill-billy  and  Indian  music.  He  claims  they  are 
much  alike.  Even  the  musical  scales  of  old  American  farm  music  and 
much  India  folk  music  are  the  same  -  express  similar  feelings. 
Mr.  Cowell  is  rated  a  musician  of  international  reputation. 
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TIMELY  TOPICS  PACKAGED  BY  USM  FOR  TV 

Thirteen  hundred  ^-H'ers  "be gin  their  36th  annual         Club  Congress  in 
Chicago,  Sunday  Nov.  29th.    Going  out  this  week  is  USDA  TV  Package  of  13  still 
photos  showing  Club  Congress  group  shots.    Designed  with  k-mln.  script. 

Group  Credit  to  Conserve  Soil  and  Water  is  illustrated  with  13  pix  showing 
before-and-after  farm  improvements  made  with  loans  from  Farmers  Home  Administra- 
tion.   Program  runs  k  to  5  min. 

Rural  Development  Program  story  told  in  eight  still  pictures.    2  min. package. 

TAPES  OH  THE  AGRICULTURAL  OUTLOOK 

*  "Dairy  Prospects  Look  Brighter  for  '60"  -  106Q119  -  Herb  Kriesel,  AMS 
(Same  as  offered  last  week)  (Also  included  on  AGRI-TAPE  list)  TIME:  1:08 

"The  Dairy  Outlook"  -  109Q119  -  Herb  Kriesel,  AMS 

Interviewed  by  Jack  Towers  TIME:  6:l8 

*  "General  Farm  Outlook  for  '60"  -  110Q119  -  Dr.  Fred  Waugh,  AMS, 
with  Jack  Towers.     (Included  on  AGRI-TAPE  list)  TIME:  3:5^ 

*  "Poultry  and  Egg  Outlook"  -  111Q119  -  Ed  Karpoff ,  AMS 

(Included  on  AGRI-TAPE)  TIME:  2:30 

"Outlook  for  Eggs  and  Poultry"  -  112Q119  -  Ed  Karpoff,  AMS 

with  Jack  Towers.     ~  —  TIME:  5:57 

*  "I960  -  A  Good  Farm  Export  Year"  -  113QH9  -  Ray  Ioanes  ( I-OWE-NESf 
of  FAS,  with  George  Loesing  (included  on  AGRI-TAPE)  TIME:  37£8 

OUTLOOK  AND  STOCK  SHOW  WIDELY  BROADCAST 

"Highlights  of  the  '59  International  Livestock  Exposition",  featuring 
announcement  of  the  Grand  Champion  Steer;  and ""First  Features  of  National  h-E 
Club  Congress"  in  Chicago,  presented  on  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  over 
NBC,  Sat.  Nov.  28. 

"The  Farm  Outlook" ,  as  forecast  by  Dr.  Fred  Waugh,  et  al.,  to  be  broadcast 
over  powerful  widely- scattered  stations,  during  the  weekend  of  Nov.  28,  in 
"Agriculture  USA". 

"Preview  of  the  National  U-H  Club  Congress",  -  Big  week  promised  in  Chicago, 
broadcast  in  the  American  Farmer  program,  over  ABC  Network  Sat.  Nov.  28. 

"Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  Report"  on  Mutual  Net,  12:05  EDT.    All  these  and  more. 

OF  MIKES  AND  MEN 

The  end  of  this  month,  Ted  Hyman,  Rc/TV  Ed.  N.  C.  State,  reports  in 
Washington  for  duty  with  ICA.     Dec.  19  he  picks  up  his  family  in  Miami  and  starts 
rolling  down  to  Rio,  where  he'll  help  Brazilian  co.  agents  and  home  ec.  workers 
set  up  radio  service  in  several  states. 

Roddy  Peeples,  KWFT,  Wichita  Falls,  Tex.,  and  Bill  Bennett,  WCAU-TV,  Phila., 
Pa.,  radio  and  TV  winners  of  the  "Spotlight  on  Dairying  Contest"  attended  (all 
expenses  paid)  the  Milk  Producers  Convention  meeting  here  this  week.    They  came 
to  pick  up  their  bronze  plaques  for  programs  important  to  farmers  and  other  people 
In  the  contest,  they  presented  programs  they  did  on  the  business  side  of  farming. 

"Drink-Milk  Janet"  Christensen,  formerly  of  this  office,  now  with  New  England 
Dairy  and  Food  Council,  Boston,  was  also  here  this  week  to  make  tapes  of  USDA 
nutritionists  for  her  segment  on  "Joe  Kelly's  New  England  Farm  and  Food  Show. 

Sincerely, 


/ 


I  Beaty,  Chief 

Racuu  &  Television  Ser 
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CHECK  LIST  OF  PAPERS  PRESENTED  AT  THE  37TH  ANNUAL  AGRICULTURAL 
OUTLOOK  CONFERENCE,  NOVEMBER  16-20,  1959  -  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

CHECK  THE  ITEMS  DESIRED  AND  RETURN  THIS  SHEET  TO: 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 

Radio  8s  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information 

U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

Washington  25,  D.  C. 


The  World  Economic  Situation 


The  National  Economic  Situation 
and  Outlook 


Problems  Affecting  Agricultural 
Trade   

Agricultural  Outlook  for  i960 


Changing  American  Living  Patterns 
and  Values 


Technological  Changes  Affecting 
Livestock  and  Feeds 


Outlook  for  Food  and  Services  at  the 
Wholesale  and  Retail  Level   

Textiles  and  Clothing  Outlook   

Housing  and  Equipment  Outlook  

Modern  Home  Laundry  Equipment 

Today's  Household  Refrigerators   

Finishing  Materials  for  Floors  and 
Counters   

Patterns  of  Use  of  Consumer 
Installment  Credit 


The  i960  Outlook  for: 


Cotton 
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RFD  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agricultu 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


fiRlGULTUte 


November  27,  19 59 
Letter  No.  900 


While  many  of  the  boys  are  in  Chicago  gathering  information  from;  their 
fellow      .RFD's,  from  those  youngsters  at  the  ^-H  Club  Congress  who  have  shown 
they  know  a  thing  or  two  about  farming,  and  from  the  livestock  as  well  as  the 
livestock  people  at  the  International;  a  lot  of  seekers  after  the  truth  are  busy 
around  here.    Some  are  focusing  on  the  opening  of  that  first  World  Fair  of 
Agriculture,  which  President  Eisenhower  will  attend  December  11,  when  it  opens 
in  New  Delhi,  India.    Others  are  considering  the  problems  that  have  come  up  in 
the  agricultural  use  of  chemicals. 

COMMITTEE  URGES  MORE  AG,  UNDERSTANDING 


USDA's  Ag.  Research  Policy  Committee  made  its  annual  survey 
of  problems  here  this  week.    In  the  interest  of  both  producers 
and  consumers,  it  called  for  better  understanding  among  people 
generally  of  the  problems  of  agriculture.    It  particularly 
stressed  the  importance  of  strong  research,  and  emphasized  the 
need  for  new  approaches  and  extension  of  present  efforts  in  the 
use  of  agricultural  chemicals  -  from  fertilizers  and  pesticides, 
through  a  long  list  of  plant  growth  regulators,  harmones,  anti- 
biotics, feed  additives,  pharmaceuticals,  and  other  compounds  to 
protect  crops  and  livestock. 

STEPPED-UP  PLAN  DETECTS  NEW  PESTS 

ARS  has  become  the  clearing  house  for  a  stepped-up  nationwide  plant  pest 
detection  program.    The  latest  result  of  that  program  is  the  discovery  in  Florida 
of  the  Pumpkin  Caterpillar,  an  important  pest  of  members  of  the  gourd  family  not 
previously  known  in  this  country.    It  is  widespread  in  India  and  Australia,  and 
seems  to  have  been  present  in  both  South  America  and  the  West  Indies  for  some  years 
unrecognized.    Surveys  are  going  forward  to  determine  where  it  may  spread  in  this 
country. 

U.S.  HOPI  DEMONSTRATE  AT  NEW  DELHI 

Two  Hopi  Indians  from  Arizona  will  show  the  natives  of  India 
their  ancient  American  crafts  at  the  first  World  Agriculture  Fair 
at  New  Delhi,  Dec.  11  -  Feb.  1^.    One  will  demonstrate  Hopi  Indian 
basketwork,  and  the  other  early  American  silver  and  turquoise  jewelry- 
making.    Also  American  Indian  painting.    The  Hopi  arrived  here  on 
the  way  to  the  Fair  today. 
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"JUDGE"  BEATY  CLEARS  IMMEDIATE  DOCKS! 

It  was  nip  and  tuck  this  week  as  to  whether  our  Chief  Beaty  would  finish 
his  jury  duty  here  in  the  District  of  Columbia  to  get  out  to  Chicago  where  the 
NATRFD  convention,  Nat'l  k-E  Congress,  etc.,  are  starting  up  this  weekend.  More 
or  less  in  the  manner  of  Hairbreadth  Harry,  he  made  it. 

By  the  way,  if  you've  had  trouble  getting  any  service  from  Bro.  Beaty  lately, 
blame  it  on  his  preoccupation  with  the  jury  all  this  month.    That's  what  HE's 
blaming  everything  on  just  now. 

It's  early  just  now  for  a  report  on  the  first  day  of  the  meeting,  but  we 
should  have  it  by  next  issue. 

USDA  TO  ANNOUNCE  CATTLE  EARTAG  PROGRESS 

Back  in  '55,  USDA  proposed  a  new  plan  to  bring  order  out  of 
the  chaos  of  many  different  kinds  of  tags  in  the  ears  of  cattle. 
In  cooperation  with  the  Dairy  Herd  Improvement  Associations  and 
the  National  Association  of  Artificial  Breeders,  the  Department 
worked  out  a  uniform  eartag  number  system  -  providing  a  combina- 
tion of  letters  and  numbers  enough  to  give  more  than  eight  billion 
head  of  cattle  each  head  its  own  separate  code  number,  without  a 
single  duplication. 

Monday,  Nov.  30,  the  Department  will  issue  a  release  report- 
ing on  the  progress  made  in  the  past  four  years  on  putting  that 
system  into  operation  throughout  the  country.    Of  course,  the  two 
Associations  use  the  new  system  in  connection  with  herd  improve- 
ment programs.    The  tags  bearing  the  code  number  for  the  State  in 
two  digits,  a  three-letter  prefix,  and  four  digits  running  from 
AAA  0001  through  ZZZ  9999- 

The  cooperating  Associations  use  this  uniform  eartag  number 
plan  in  all  States.     It  has  also  been  adopted  for  Federal-State 
animal  disease  eradication  programs  in  h2  States.    Further  details 
are  included  in  the  summary  for  release  Monday. 

MACHINE  FEEDING  SAVES  MEDIUM  COW  FARM 

ARS  economist  Roy  Van  Arsdall  reports  feed  handling  machinery  pays  off  on  a 
35-cow  dairy  farm.    It  encourages  expansion  in  dairy  herds  of  medium  size,  but 
does  not  pay  in  small  herds.    He  found  that  silo-unloaders  and  other  automatic 
equipment  cut  costs  most  on  larger  farms.     It  costs  only  about  2/3  as  much  as 
hand  labor  with  a  herd  of  60  cows  and  only  half  as  much  with  a  herd  of  100  cows. 

CHRISTMAS  OFFER  FROM  'MERRY  ENGLAND' 

Lillian  Lang,  BBC's  program  director  in  the  U.S.,  says  that  a 
few  days  before  Christmas,  Steve  Cheveley,  who  introduces  "Farm 
Life  in  Britain"  to  U.S.  listeners  each  week,  will  visit  the  farm 
of  Alec  Quig  in  Surrey.    Together  they  will  wander  round  the  farm, 
look  at  the  stock  and  discuss  farming  there.     Lillian,  whose 
address  is  Brit.'.Fh  Broadcasting  Corporation,  630  Fifth  Avenue, 
New  York  20,  N.  Y.  will  have  a  film  of  that  exchange  running  13 
min.  k$  sec.    Any  of  you  interested  in  getting  a  copy  of  that 
film,  get  in  touch  with  Lillian  Lang  at  the  above  address. 

MARKET  NEWS  SERVICE  ON  LIVESTOCK,  MEATS,  WOOL  -  What  it  is;  what  it  covers;  how 
data  are  collected;  and  how  distributed  are  briefly  described  in  a  new  USDA  8 
page  folder.    Two  of  those  pages  explain  terms  used  in  livestock  market  news 
reports  and  their  meaning.    Free  on  request. 
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USDA  REPORTER  BACKS  TOBACCO  NEWS  ON  TV 

William  B.  Atchley,  AMS,  vho  summarizes  tobacco  market  news  every  Monday  on 
WUNC-TVj  Raleigh,  N.C.,  reports  he's  using  a  superimpose  technique,  for  a  change 
now  and  then.    The  visuals  are  photographed  to  get  a  white  on  "black  subject. 
Then  on  the  live  show,  two  cameras  are  used  at  the  same  time,  one  on  the  visuals, 
and  one  on  Atchley.    That  gives  the  appearance  on  the  TV  screen  of  him  standing 
behind  a  piece  of  glass  with  the  information  on  the  visuals  imposed  on  the  glass. 
He  points  to  the  information  as  he  explains  it.    This  technique  gives  the  same 
effect  as  in  programs  where  names  of  producer,  etc.  are  flashed  on  the  screen 
while  activity  goes  on  in  the  background.    Atchley  points  out  that  they  have  to 
use  visuals  against  a  black  background  to  get  a  satisfactory  picture  of  this 
kind.    He  also  plans  to  use  white  ink  on  a  black  background  for  the  same  purpose. 
The  news  is  telecast  live  at  12:30  p.m.  on  WUNC-TV  and  videotaped  for  production 
the  next  morning  at  6:30  on  WRAL-TV. 

FOUR  USSR  AIMS  IN  FARM  MECHANIZATION 

The  U.S.  Technical  Study  group,  which  went  to  Russia  last  year, 
has  just  issued  its  report  on  farm  mechanization  in  the  Soviet  Union. 
Immediate  goals  of  the  Russians  include:  (l)  trying  to  develop  equip- 
ment to  plow  k%  to  6  miles  an  hour;  (2)  aiming  to  electrify  all  farms 
within  the  next  6  or  7  years  (the  group  was  told  all  state  farms  are 
100  percent  electrified  and  collective  farms  are  ^0  percent  electri- 
fied now) ;  patching  up  with  U*S.Ae  in  production  of  meat,  milk,  eggs, 
and  other  animal  food  products,  and  (k)  intensifying  mechanization 
of  farmsteads. 

SMART  COOKIES  TEACH  USDA  VfHEAT  BREEDERS 

In  the  forthcoming  December  issue  of  "Agricultural  Research",  USDA  scientists 
at  the  Soft  Wheat  Quality  Lab.,  Wooster,  Ohio,  tell  how  they  are  using  time-lapse 
photos,  taken  during  baking,  to  find  what  makes  flour  pass  or  fail  the  cookie 
test.    Their  findings  may  help  raise  dough  for  the  bakers.    They  are  also  twist- 
ing pretzels  to  get  more  information  out  of  them. 

Cotton  specialists  of  the  Department  and  the  Tenn.  Ag.  Experiment  Station 
will  describe  how  electricity  can  change  cotton.  Their  preliminary  tests  have 
shown  radiation  from  a  weak  electrical  current  can  make  cotton  yarn  stronger. 

USDA  tobacco  researchers  and  those  of  N.C.  Experiment  Station  will  report 
that  bulk  curing  of  bright-leaf  tobacco  can  do  away  with  about  three-fourths 
of  the  hand  labor  now  needed  in  curing. 

The  December  issue  will  also  tell  about  the  exploration  of  the  control  of  a 
protein  in  milk  by  breeding;  how  wool  in  a  lamb's  fleece  begins  and  how  that 
knowledge  may  help  improve  animal  fibers;  and  about  the  pilot- testing  of  hog- 
cholera  control  in  Fla. 

TOBACCO  VARIETY  DISCOUNT  PROGRAM  TO  CONTINUE 

USDA  has  announced  that  the  discount  variety  program  on  flue- 
cured  tobacco  will  continue  in  effect  on  the  i960.    The  Department 
has  also  announced  the  national  marketing  quota  of  i960  for  next 
year's  crop  of  this,  the  main  cigarette  type  of  tobacco.    A  small 
increase  in  the  '60  acreage  is  included  for  farms  that  have  not 
grown  tobacco  during  the  past  5  years,  and  to  adjust  inequities. 
For  most  farms,  however,  i960  allotments  will  be  the  same  as  in 
1959. 
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NETS  SPREAD  FOR  k-R  CLUB  CONGRESS 

"Highlights  on  the  h-E  Club  Congress"  will  shine  in  "Agriculture  USA"  on 
powerful  stations  from  coast-to- coast  during  the  weekend  of  Dec.  5. 

"Highlights  on  the  k-E  Club  Congress"  will  also  gleam  from  the  "American 
Farmer"  program  over  ABC  Network,,  Sat.  Dec.  5. 

NBC  will  "Review  and  Summarize  the  big  ^~H  Club  Congress  Week  in  Chicago" 
as  well  as  the  "International  Livestock  Exposition"  in  the  National  Farm  and 
Home  Hour,  on  Sat.  Dec.  5« 

And,  of  course,  these  and  other  big  events  will  show  up  in  "Claude  Mahoney's 
Farm  Report"  at  12:05  EDT  on  Mutual  Net. 

BENSON  TOUR  ON  FILM  FOR  TV 

USDA  TV  Package  going  out  this  woek  shows  Secretary  Benson's 
trade  tour  visiting  Finland,  Poland,  Yugoslavia  and  Russia,  in  a 
5  min.  11  sec.  sound-on  film. 

THESE  TOPICS  READY  -  SEND  TAPE 

"Eartags  Help  in  Cattle  Disease  Fights"  -  (2UA119)  -  ARS  News  Chief  at 
Beltsville,  tells  how  eartags  are  helping  in  the  battle  against  cattle  diseases 
in  k2  States.  TIME:  1:30 

"The  United  States  and  FAQ"  -  (ll^Q119)  -  Ass't  Sec'y  Clarence  Miller, 
head  of  the  U.S.  delegation  to  the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  meeting  in 
Rome.     (Recording  was  made  during  conference  ended  Nov.  20)  TIME:  1:10 

"^-H  Youngsters  Off  to  Food  Fair  in  India"  -  (115Q119)  -  Rebecca  Passmore 
of  Tennessee  and  Stanley  Stewart  of  California  who,  with  six  other  Club  members, 
are  headed  for  the  First  World  Agriculture  Fair  in  New  Delhi,  India,  tell  Jack 
Towers,  Rc/TV,  what  they  will  do,  as  representatives  of  U.S.  youth  at  the  Fair. 
(Pres.  Eisenhower  opens  Fair  Exhibit  there  Dec.  11.)  TIME:  3:^0 

SOIL  BANK  HEAD  TO  INSPECT  FARMS 

Ass't  Sec'y  Marvin  McLain,  on  Dec.  3  and  k,  will  accompany  an 
inspection  tour  of  farmers  and  businessmen  to  view  crop  adjustment 
accomplishments  on  farms  in  Potter  and  Randall  counties,  Texas,  and 
Grady  County,  Okla.    The  group  will  inspect  at  least  ten  farms  under 
contract  in  the  Conservation  Reserve  Program.    The  day  before  that 
trip  Secretary  McLain  will  address  the  21st  annual  meeting  of  the 
Producers'  Grain  Corp.  at  Amarillo,  Tex. 

NATRFD  PANEL  ON  TV- HOW -TO- DO -IT 

"How  We  Present  Farm  Programs  on  TV"  will  be  discussed  at  the  NATRFD  meeting 
in  Chicago  tomorrow,  Nov.  28.     Discussers  will  be  our  man  Layne  Beaty  >  R&TV, 
USDA;  Johnny  Watkins,  KWTX,  Waco;  Derek  Rooke,  WME,  Memphis;  Orion  Samuelson, 
WBAY,  Green  Bay,  Wis.;  Harold  Schmitz,  KFEQ,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  Arnold  Peterson, 
WOW,  Omaha,  and  Geo.  Roesner,  KPRC,  Houston. 


Sincerely, 


C.  A.  Herndon 

Radio  L  Television  Service 


